No. 78 September 2020
Contents

News from the Rural Life Centre

John Newman Retires as Site Manager . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Thank You to our Trustees. and What is it? Quiz . . . . . 3
Lianne Rowden, Learning and Community Engagement Officer . . 3
Ken Crawley - Frontiersman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Car Boot and 200 Club . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Allan Stow remembers the 1950s . . . . . . . . . . .6 and 7
Answers to What is it? and Rustics Diary of Events . . . . . 8

News in Brief
• Check out the

website for the
latest news and
Covid-19
requirements.
• We have a great

volunteering
opportunity! We
have a huge need
for articles!
Museum related
or what you have
been doing
during Lockdown.
• We welcome two

new staff
members who
have joined our
team. Lianne
Rowden has
introduced
herself (see inside) which is a
most interesting
read and we look
forward to
learning more
about Aeryn
Townley who is
our new Visitor
Services
Manager.
•

Becoming the Rural Life Living Museum
As most of you are already aware,
the Rural Life Centre recently
became the Rural Life Living
Museum earlier this year and I am
sure that many of you would like to
know why.
No doubt you will have heard
people comment that they have lived
in Farnham all their lives and didn’t
know we were here, or that they had
heard of us but weren’t sure what we
did or my personal favourite, I drive
past here all the time and didn’t
know you were here.
This is
something that we felt needed to be
addressed.
As an independent
museum, we do not receive any core
funding to help us meet our day to
day running expenses so we are
very reliant on people wanting to
come and visit us to ensure that we
are able to keep going.

Project’ from the Rural Surrey
LEADER.
The project was part
funded by the European Agricultural
Fund for Rural Development. Prior
to undertaking the project, our
marketing was not consistent and it
wasn’t clear that everything that we
were doing was being done by the
same organisation, or even what you
would see if you did visit. It became
clear that we needed a strong brand
to make sure that our message was
consistent so that people would
automatically recognise who we
were and understand what we did.

The funding allowed us to work with
a local company called Detail Design
to help us develop our brand and our
marketing materials; these included
new signage, a website, and a
template for posters and leaflets that
would appeal to a wider audience,
raise people’s awareness about us
We had an opportunity to apply for a and hopefully lead to more people
grant for our ‘Rebranding and visiting us.
Embracing
Digital
Technology

Rustic

2
As part of the process, the
designers
from
Detail
Design
undertook
some
research on what people look
for when they are making
decisions about where to go
and it became clear the term
‘centre’ meant that many
people did not really know
what we do or if they could
visit. In a world in which we
have increasing competition,
we felt it needed to be
obvious what we were and
what we do. Rural Life Living
Museum does what it says on
the tin and it is now very clear
that we are a museum and

that people can come and
visit and enjoy our wonderful
site and collection. We also
hope that it conveys the
message that we are more
than a static collection.
This is why it is so important
to have people on site on a
regular basis to engage with
our visitors and share our
passion and knowledge about
the collection.
This really
adds to the visitor experience
and helps bring the collection
to life. Since re-opening after
the lockdown, we are getting
consistently great feedback
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about the museum and
visitors are having very
positive experiences. This is
fundamental to ensure that
people keep coming back,
discover new things and enjoy
themselves
especially
in
these difficult times. For this
to work, please do consider
taking the plunge, dressing up
and volunteering to wander
around and have a chat with
visitors. It really is quite easy
and some might even say fun!
Emma Midgley
Director

John Newman our Site Manager Retires
We recently said ‘Goodbye’
to John Newman who has
been our site manager for
over 12 years.
Sadly we couldn’t give him
the send-off he deserved but
Bruce
Oelman
and
Emma Midgley, on behalf of
the trustees, presented him
with a painting by Jonathan
Clay of a steam engine –
Tangmere 34067 to be
precise – and some beer.
John was delighted with the
picture but, in typical John
fashion, has already spotted
errors in the painting!
While no longer on the staff
he will still be round the
museum but focusing now
on helping to get ‘Eloise’ up and
running again – unless, of course, he
has gone fishing!

Bridget Flett
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We all owe a huge debt of gratitude to our Trustees who have worked tirelessly during
lockdown to keep our wonderful museum going. All the many requirements needed before
the museum could reopen and the regulations that had to be understood and adhered to.

The Trustees were delighted to inform us that the Museum had again been awarded the
Learning Outside the Classroom Quality Badge. During the time that a few volunteers were
allowed back to the Museum work went on to complete new structures: - a new outdoor
picnic area which was funded by the Car Boot Team which many visiting schools, volunteers
and visitors will enjoy and put to great use. The long awaited toilet block has also now been
completed much to everyone’s relief - no pun intended! Thank you to all the Trustees for
the many, many hours of work you committed to via your meetings via Skype etc.

What is it?
Just for fun, Chris Shepheard
and I thought we would set
you a puzzle every so often.
So here’s a photograph of our
first ‘What Is It?’ puzzle.

Want clues? My grandmother
used them a lot and they’re to
be found on the floor.
Karen Wolf

Lianne Rowden:
Learning and Community Engagement Officer
It has been lovely to meet
so many of our wonderful
volunteers over the last few
weeks and I’m really excited
to be a part of the team. I
am in absolute awe of all
the wonderful skills which
you have put to such
fantastic use on site.
Whilst my skills may not be
quite so practical, I hope to
be of equal use to the
museum during my time
with you. I will be building
upon the strong foundations

that Judy has laid and am
really excited to start
engaging
w ith
new
audiences and developing
an
in for mal
l earning
programme.
So what is my background?
I’m a qualified teacher with
over 15 years of primary
teaching experience, and
moved into the world of
museum based learning in
2016. I’ve worked in variety
of museums ranging from
small community settings,

such as Aldershot’s Military
Museum, to large scale
museums
such
as
Fishbourne Roman Palace.
I relish engaging audiences
with museum collections
and aim to make learning
as an enjoyable experience
for all involved as it can be.
Please do pop by if I
haven’t already had a chat
with you yet. I am keen to
learn as much as I can
about our museum and do
enjoy a good story!
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Margaret Bell Remembers

Ken Crawley, Frontiersman
Ken retired in the early 1990s
and with family all now
independent, he and Ethel,
his wife, decided to explore
the British country side. They
were already members of the
camping club with many years
of tent holidays with a young
family and both being leaders
in the cubs and boy scouts.
Ken decided that he would
camp as a cowboy with as
few commodities as possible.
Someone then showed him a
book about Frontiersmen and
Ken was hooked, eventually
becoming
known
as
Grandfather in the group of
friends who joined him in this
simple style of camping. He
made his own tent out of solid
wooden poles and canvas.
The poles were lashed
together on reaching the site
to make a frame for the

‘Grandfather’ and ‘Mama Bear’

canvas, as Ethel said, it was
quite a work of art. A fly proof
hanging larder and a metal
framework which had four
legs to keep it well off the
ground so the wood logs did
not scorch the ground was his
sole cooking facility and
always lit with a piece of flint

and a piece of metal, (he

”Ken and Ethel - members of the “Guild of Frontiersmen

scorned matches, they only
got damp!) and anyway they
were
not
available
to
frontiersmen in Canada. He
always held that it was safer
than matches but Ethel was
not so sure considering the
amount of spark holes in his
waistcoat! There were many
times I watched him light his
fire to cook dinner, or boil the
kettle which hung from the top
bar of the framework, with his
flint and a small amount of
tinder taken out of his little tin.
Once a spark connected to
the tinder a gentle blow as he
cupped it in his hands and a
small flame would
herald the start of
cooking.
When out camping
as
frontiersmen
nicknames
were
used and as I said
he
became
Grandfather, Ethel
was
known
as
Mama Bear and
two
other
members

names I recall were Bounce
and Moose.
The group
camped
at
the
Rural Life Centre when Chris
Shepherd was Director and
they made a colourful display.
More recent years saw Ken
getting more frail and he had
to give up his beloved hobby
through poor health and he
sadly died at Christmas 2019.
A lovely gentleman full of zest
for living,
learning and
teaching, a colourful character
who enjoyed the eighty-five
plus years that he was
allowed.

Members of the Guild of Frontiersmen - Ken ‘Grandfather’,
Ethel ‘Mama Bear’ and daughter on Rustic Sunday 2000.
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The Volunteers’ Page
The 2019 season of
Rustics Car Boot Sales
was outstanding.
Car Boot sales have been
taking place at the Rural Life
Centre for over 30 years and
raise funds for important
projects within the museum.

donating items to sell on the
Rustics Stall, museum staff to
volunteers for your support.

We had to cancel 5 car boots
due to the coronavirus, but
the good news is that we did
the September 2020 car boot
and raised £465.00 and a big
thank you to everyone
involved and you know who
you are!

The event only happens with a
brilliant team of volunteers,
who work together making it
possible. My thanks to you all.
Our total for 2019 was over
£4,000 which includes Dave’s
Auto Jumbles and his team of
volunteers.
Thank you to everyone, who
helped in so many ways from

Dear 200 Club Members
It’s been a while since
we’ve
seen
you
and
harassed you to renew your
annual membership to the
200 Club but that’s not to
say that we haven’t been
thinking of you.
When we last spoke about
the 200 Club, so many
months ago, we were in the
middle of collecting funds
so that Mike could go out
and purchase a pie!
It
seems like ages ago! We’ve
decided, therefore, that
the simplest thing would be
to put the Club on hold for

be cancelled due to weather.

Please clear your attic and
garage and shed for our
2021 season. Next car boot
will be next year as the one
planned for 4th October had to

200 CLUB

this year and pick up where
we left off in April 2021.
Therefore, to those people
who have already renewed
your
subscription
your
membership now runs from
April 1st 2021 to 31st March
2022. Those few who Mike
failed to catch before
lockdown will be hunted
down early in 2021 for
payment or risk having
their names put on the
‘Board of Shame’ at some
point.
Additionally, we’ve been
advised that there may be
some members of the 200

Would you like to be part of
this event?
Please phone
01252 713863.
A BIG THANK YOU .
Jenny Williams

Club who would rather have
their 2020-21 membership
subs reimbursed rather
than have them roll over
into next year (2021-22).
If this is the case please
contact
Rosemary
Mortimer who will start the
ball rolling to get your
money returned.
Keep safe you lovely people
and we hope that we’ll get
back to some semblance of
normality very soon.
Karen Wolf
and of course
Mike Hammond
July 2020
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Allan Stow’s memories
of the 1950’s
I left school in 1951 so my
memories
are
as
a
teenager and young man.
National Service.
Every
young man had to serve in
the armed forces for two
years when he reached 18.
Mainly this was in the army
and
was
quite
a
traumatic experience for
many as it was the first time
they had been away from
home. You were taught to
drill and march, to use
weapons, to clean and
polish, to keep yourselves
smart and to obey orders.
You became very fit and
could also learn a trade.
Wages.
For the first 6
months in the army we
received £1.5s.8d (£1.28)
per week and towards the
end of service £4.4s.0d
(£4.20) per week. In civvy
street young men were
earning £5-£6 and older
men up to £10!
Food.
many

In the early 50’s
foods were still

rationed including sweets
and chocolate. You had
ration
books
with
coupons or points, which
the shopkeeper would cut
from your book, when you
made the purchase. There
were lots of small grocery
shops everywhere and in
the towns, larger stores
such as The International,
Home & Colonial, Lipton’s
and Sainsburys, were very
popular. Most foods were

not pre-packed but cut or
sliced and weighed to
order. Meat was only sold
in butcher’s shops, fruit and
v e g e t a b l e s
i n
greengrocers, bread in the
bakers and so on. Many
more people grew their
own vegetables in their
gardens or allotments.
Transport. Few people had
cars so most travelled to
work on bicycles or trains
and buses. They ran on
time and there were plenty
of them.
The local Bus
Company
was
the
Aldershot
and
District

Traction Company Ltd.
Entertainment. Every town
had at least one Cinema.
There were usually two films
pl us
cartoons
and
newsreels
on
at
the
“Pictures” together with
advertisements.
The
programmes
were
continuous so you could go
in or out at any time but
you often had to queue to
get in!
Discos hardly existed and
there were bands or
orchestras for the regular
dances in village or town
halls on Saturday nights.
Rock and Roll and Jiving
were getting popular and
Tradit ional
Jazz
was
revived.
Television sets were very
small compared to present
times and the programmes
were only in black and
white. There was only one
channel at first, which was
BBC, and it only broadcast
for a limited time each day.
ITV was launched in 1954
and
soon
lots
more
programmes
appeared
with longer hours. Wireless
sets or Radio were still our
main
source
of
entertainment in the home
and we enjoyed listening to
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the comedy programmes
on the Light Programme.
Refreshments.

There were
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Clothes. Our appearance
was a lot smarter than
today even when at leisure.
Ties and sports jackets were
worn most of the time and
there were no tattered and
torn jeans. Trainers had not
been invented but we did
wear Plimsolls for sports.
The fashionable young men
were called Teddy Boys.
They wore long jackets with
very narrow trousers known
as drainpipes and their
shoes had thick crepe
soles. Their hair shone with
B r y l c r e am
an d
was
combed to the back of the
head to resemble a duck’s
anatomy (DA)!

Bay or the Isle of Wight.
Devon and Cornwall were
also popular.

Holidays. Very few foreign
holidays were taken and
we were only entitled to
two weeks paid holiday
from work. Most families
would go to the South
Coast resorts such as
Hayling Island, Bracklesham

travelled in an open
carriage and still looked
cheerful in spite of the rain!

Major Events.
The main
ev en t s
that
I
c an
remember were the death
of King George VI in 1952.
All the shop windows had
black and purple drapes in
mourning and all the flags
were at half-mast. In 1953
we had the Coronation of
our Queen; we all had a
holiday from work and the
event was broadcast on
television. I can remember
watching on a friend's TV
and seeing the procession
with the rain pouring down.
Queen Salote from Tonga

1954 Milk Bar somewhere in England

lots of cafes and most
towns had Milk Bars, which
were very popular with
young people, selling milk
shakes, sundaes and cakes.
The only take-aways were
Fish and Chip shops and
some Pie Shops.
There
were no Pizza, Curry,
Chinese or Burger fast food
houses.
Public Houses rarely sold
food except snacks, they
were out of bounds to
under 18’s. Children had to
stay outside with a bottle of
lemonade and a packet of
Smith’s Crisps with its little
bag of salt. The beer that
was sold was mainly Mild
and cost 1/- (5p) per pint.
It was often mixed with
Brown Ale or Stout and
Lager was not yet brewed
in this country.

Allan Stow
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Solution to ‘What Is It?’
In the days before fitted stair
carpets covered the whole
width of the staircase, people
used to use a long carpet
runner down the staircase.
This
obviously
needed
something to hold it in place
and this was done by either
using rotating clips at each
side of each tread/riser
junction or stairs rods.

allowed the rod to be removed
and replaced thus allowing
the carpet runner to be
removed for cleaning.
In the days before vacuum
cleaners this was generally
done by taking the carpet
outside and beating it with a
carpet beater while it was
hung over a strong washing
line or the garden fence.

The stair rods were usually
made of brass and the rods
were held in place by two of
these clips screwed to each
stair.
The hinged pieces

(And
the
clue?…Well,
admittedly the first part isn’t
much of a clue as it’s rather a
family story.
My mother
recounted that a burst water

tank poured its contents down
the stairs when my parents
were first married.
My
grandmother took both the
sodden landing and stair
carpets up (which were
fastened using carpet clips
and rods) and put them
through the mangle! Family
history doesn’t recount how
the carpet survived this
treatment. KW)
Karen Wolf and
Chris Shepheard
January 2020

Rustic Volunteers’ Diary of Events 2020
Due to Covid-19 all events are subject to change so please check the
website for up-to-date details.
Volunteers normally gather at the museum on Wednesday and in smaller numbers on any day to help
in all manner of ways. Covid-19 permitting. Rustic Volunteers are most welcome, call 01252 795571
for details and ways to get involved.
th

Copy deadline for the February issue of Rustic is 27 January 2021. All
items are welcome. Size is immaterial - larger items can be split over issues,
smaller items should make the next issue.
Rustic Volunteers’ Officers
Chairman: Keith Mortimer, keithm@rural-life.org.uk
Vice Chair: Pam Taylor, pam.taylor@rural-life.org.uk
Secretary: Sylvia McQuire, sylviamcq@rural-life.org.uk
Treasurer: Rosemary Mortimer, rosemary.mortimer@rural.life.org.uk
Newsletter Editor: Suzân Lewis-Jones, suzan@rural-life.org.uk
Car Boot: Jenny Williams, c/o Rural Life Living Museum
Holiday Club: Nigel Parcell, nigelp@rural-life.org.uk
Outreach: situation vacant
Membership information: contact the Rural Life Centre Shop 01252 795571
Volunteers Website: http://rustic-volunteers.org.uk
Other correspondence should be sent to the Rural Life Living Museum, Reeds Road, Tilford, Farnham, Surrey.
GU10 2DL Tel: 01252 795571 Email: (info@rural-life.org.uk) Web site: http://www.rural-life.org.uk/
© COPYRIGHT OLD KILN MUSEUM TRUST & RUSTICS 2020. Any items reproduced elsewhere should give due acknowledgement.
The views expressed herein are not necessarily those of the Rustics Volunteers’ committee nor of the Old Kiln Museum Trustees.
Old Kiln Museum Trust Registered Charity No. 289150 .

